LITERATURE

when her adoptive father Janaka was ploughing, and in the
last book she finally disappears underground, received into the
arms of Mother Earth. Her husband, Rama would then re-
present Indra and his fight with the demon Ravana a modi-
fication of the Vedic conflict of Indra with Vritra, the demon
of draught The abduction of Sita by Ravana is parallel to
the carrying away by the demons of the cows later recovered
by Indra. Therefore A. Weber's theory that the Greek in-
fluence can be traced in the Ramayana, referred to already,
seems to be entirely baseless. The great historian Michelet
has made, a propos the Rape of the Sabines (Histoire
Romaine, livre I, Chapter i) the following reflexions: "The
origin of the temptation in the traditions of all nations, the
symbol of desire, which carries man beyond his own self, the
occasion of war and conquest, is woman. For her, commence
the heroic struggles. The wives of Rama and of Krishna
had been carried away by Ravana and Sishupala in the
Indian epics : Brunhild, by Seigfried in the Nibelungs : in
the "Book of Heroes" (Livre des Heros), Chriemhild was
captured by the Dragon, as Proserpine by the king of the
nether worlds. Helen left Menelaus for the Trojan Paris ; the
adroit Penelope eluded with difficulty the pursuit of her
lovers" (Quoted by M. Leon Peer in his translation of "Cula-
Padma Jataka", Dix Septieme Seance de la Congres Inter-
national des Orientalistes. Paris, 1873.)
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